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Learning for Citizenship:  

supporting migrant students in uncertain times 
Monday 11th May 2020 - University of Nottingham (UK) 

https://learningforcitizenship.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

Call for Papers – Deadline: 6th March 2020 

 

Context 
 
Migration remains a central and increasingly contested feature of contemporary societies. Against this 
backdrop, the support, engagement and inclusion of migrant students represents a key challenge for 
education systems throughout Europe. Schools are not just the place in which knowledge and skills are 
acquired, but a fundamental space for the development of one’s sense of self, belonging and citizenship. 
 
Whilst, on the one hand, many countries and regions have accumulated experiences of good practice over 
the years, on the other, the volatility of their social and political contexts continues to pose new challenges. 
Among these, the emergence of new forms of nationalism, the hardening of migration policies and the 
redefinition of boundaries between and within national spaces, which risk placing schools at the centre of 
controversies and contestations. Too often the presence of migrant students and families is seen as a 
potential burden rather than an opportunity. Targeted resources and interventions can be scarce, and 
constant changes to policy and funding frameworks make it difficult to sustain successful approaches. At the 
same time, the diversification and social stratification of many local settings requires interventions which 
recognise such complexities and reject blanket approaches aiming at fixing ‘problems’ rather than 
recognising the individual needs of young people. What happens in and around the classroom is only part of 
a wider picture. With regard to refugee children in particular, there is evidence that they experience high 
levels of bullying and mental health issues and long delays in getting a school place. Moreover, whilst 
compulsory education and education rights are nominally available to all, many migrants face restrictions 
based on immigration status, and the transition to further and higher education is often arduous.  
 
All this raises issues for educators and policy makers not only in terms of supporting migrant students’ 
attainment, but also in terms of emotional support and ensuring that young people are not victims of 
discrimination and racism but, rather, that they can develop as full, active and accepted citizens within their 
communities. Thus, developing opportunities for joined-up thinking among scholars, practitioners and policy 
makers becomes a key priority. Whilst some of the challenges are country-specific, much can be learned from 
international exchange of research and practice. This becomes even more important at a time in which 
transnational spaces and frameworks are increasingly contested.  
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The event  
 
Funded by the Social Policy Association (UK), this event will bring together academics, practitioners, NGOs 
and policy-makers from across Europe, in order to exchange and discuss best practice of inclusion, 
engagement, practical and emotional support for migrant and refugee students from different backgrounds, 
educational levels and local contexts. The event will include workshops exploring new and future challenges 
as well as issues of learning and transferability in policy and practice.  
 
This initiative is organised in partnership by the icPSP (International Centre for Public and Social Policy) at the 
University of Nottingham; EMIGRA-CER Migracions of the Autonomous University of Barcelona; and the 
Department of Culture, Politics and Society (CPS) of the University of Turin. It aims to represent a first step 
towards the development of a broader transnational collaborative network. 
 
The organising committee includes:  
 
- Alessio D’Angelo, Jack Aldridge Deacon (icPSP, University of Nottingham);  
- Silvia Carrasco Pons, Laia Narciso Pedro, Angelina Sánchez Martí (EMIGRA-CER, UAB Barcelona) 
- Roberta Ricucci, Pietro Cingolani, Tanja Schroot (CPS, University of Turin) 
 
This event is free to attend but registration is required (for catering and organisational purposes) and places 
are limited - deadline to register for attendance: 27/04/2020. 
 
 

Call for papers  
 
The organising committee is now inviting abstract submission from scholars and practitioners from across 
the UK and Europe on a range of themes including (but not limited to): 
 

- migrant and refugee children in the classroom: challenges and opportunities; 
- best practice and innovation in migrants’ education; 
-  using ICT to improve migrants’ education: opportunities and risks;  
- building partnerships between schools, parents and civil society; 
- schools as a place of citizenship-building; 
- children’s rights and education rights in a world of forced mobility; 
- migration and education in time of resurging nationalism; 
- borders, bordering and education; 
- the migration policy / education policy nexus. 

 
 

 
Please send a 300-word abstract, with your name and affiliation to: learningforcitizenship@gmail.com 
 
The deadline for submissions is Friday 6th March 2020.  
 

 
 
For further information visit: https://learningforcitizenship.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
For queries about this event contact:  
Alessio D’Angelo, Research Lead, icPSP, University of Nottingham - alessio.dangelo@nottingham.ac.uk 
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